PHRASES
A PHRASE is a group of related words that is used as a single part of speech and does NOT contain both a verb and its subject.

PREPOSITIONS AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES
Preposition:  a word that shows the relationship of a noun or pronoun to some other word in the sentence	
	I drove past the mall.		I drove beyond the mall.
	I drove near the mall.		I drove by the mall.
	I drove behind the mall.	I drove in front of the mall.

A prepositional phrase includes a preposition, a noun or pronoun called the object of the preposition, and any modifiers of the object.  
	The teacher with the fangs is our favorite.
	Layla gave the essay to me.

Be sure that you do not confuse the common preposition to with the to that is the sign of an infinitive verb (to eat, to sleep, to draw).

The noun or pronoun that ends a prepositional phrase is the object of the preposition that begins the phrase.  (Confusing, I know. . . )
We dropped balloons on the pedestrians.
According to Philip, talking toilets make great friends.  
	We could see robbers running through the bushes and trees.

Prepositional phrases can be classified as either an ADJECTIVE PHRASE or an ADVERB PHRASE.  

I.  A prepositional phrase that modifies a noun or pronoun is an adjective phrase.
	The students by the doors are dressed inappropriately.
	No one in the class has read a single book this year.

Two or more adjective phrases may modify the same noun or pronoun.
The article about Mrs. Walton’s class in today’s paper praised her innovative teaching techniques.

An adjective phrase may also modify the object of another prepositional phrase.
	The cars in the lot near the school were illegally parked.

II.  A prepositional phrase that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb, is an adverb phrase.
    Jerick hid under the desk when Mrs. Walton began to yell. (modifies verb)

	Only two students are talkative in first period. (modifies adjective)
	
	Brittany writes quite clearly for a ninth grader.  (modifies adverb)

Adverb phrases tell when, where, why, how, or to what extent.
	The class grew quiet after the teacher’s diatribe. (when)
	Tony stared out the window. (where)
	Many students work for spending money.  (why)
	We are going to the play by bus.  (how)
	She won the game by two points.  (to what extent)

Adverb phrases may come before or after the words they modify, and more than one adverb phrase may modify the same word.
In first period, Mallory studied with great concentration.  (when she studied and how she studied)




CLAUSES
A clause is a group of words that must have a subject and a verb.  A clause can be:
Independent – can stand alone
	Every sentence must have at least one independent clause.
Dependent – can never stand alone.  Dependent clauses may be:
	Adverb dependent clause – with a subordinating conjunction, plus a subject and a verb,  an 
 	Adjective dependent clause  - with a relative pronoun plus a subject, and verb, or a 
	Noun dependent clause.


SENTENCE TYPES
Sentences may be:
Simple – with one independent clause.
Compound – with two independent clauses
Complex – with one independent and one or more dependent clauses, or 
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